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On Passports and Souvenirs: A Conversation with Across The Delta 
Listen to Across The Delta on Myspace

It's shortly past eight pm and I push open the glass doors of a semi-empty B72, one of my favourite Viennese venues. I'm greeted by Hannes Tschürtz, founder of
Ink Music and also the man partly responsible for Across the Delta's success. 

Vienna is a small,  small capital city and everyone knows everyone, so there's no need for introductory speeches - I follow lead singer Johannes Reisinger upstairs,
where we sit at a table in a corner,  with water bottles between us. As we get ready, he mentions the rest of the band is not there because they went to pick up all
the merchandise - tonight is the night their new album Passports & Souvenirs is officially presented to the public, after an absence of three and a half years.

"I think most of the time we spent rehearsing and writing the songs", says Johannes when I ask him about it.  "Our recording process lasted longer than expected,  I
mean we were expecting it to last that long, but we spent a lot of time mixing.." And has this recording process changed much since their first  release? "Actually it
hasn't. The huge step, I think,  is that the first  album wasn't  actually meant to be an album. It  was more of a demo EP we wanted to use to send out to labels so
they'd sign us. All of a sudden Hannes Tschürz from ink music signed us, all of a sudden the EP was an album, so yeah, that's the whole story behind Dancing to
Architecture".

That collection of eclectic songs was one I couldn't keep off my cd player for ages after it was released, even though, as he says, it is missing a "roter faden", a
common thread. "As we started to write songs for Passports&Souvenirs, it was really important for us to make an album that fits together well - the first  album was
sort of bits and pieces put together. Sort of showing everything we could do. There was no link between the songs. And I personally changed the way of writing
lyrics. I listen to music and all of a sudden there are pictures appearing in my head, and I realise, I want to write about these pictures. So every single song has a
certain meaning, a certain picture of something that's had a certain effect in my life".

I always wonder if  musicians can have a favourite track on an album they've just finished working on. A little ashamed of myself, I ask – pointing out I'm not
necessarily expecting an answer if  it's too difficult to choose. „Well, Passports & Souvenirs is the one song that is not really based on guitar – there's no guitar
involved, it's definitely a new level we've reached in songwriting; using pianos, not synthesizer stuff. That might be, probably,  the biggest step we've done
musically. And I don't know about the band, but personally I really like Passengers inhale. I love this energy in the chorus, the whole mood, the whole outro,
everything really fits together. I just really, really like that song, And I actually wrote it on the plane, flying to Nizza [Nice, Ed.]…so yeah, I love the whole story
behind it.“ 

After seeing them live opening for Dredg last year, I felt that maybe some of the analogies to progressive rock might have been lost to (nevertheless good) poppier
rock. "I can't actually say if  this album is maybe more 'easy-listening', less experimental. My first  impulse would be to say yes, but I've been working on these
songs for three and a half years, I know every single beat,  every single tone, and what's not easy to listen to about it?", he answers jokingly. "The first  time we
played some of the new songs live, our sound engineer - a friend of ours who recorded our first  album - said, 'oh, this is getting more and more complicated, I
thought it was going to be more poppy'.." So not everyone is of the same opinion? "Well,  but then we started to make small but really good decisions in arranging
some stuff, like doing synthesizers, piano, whatever..." 

So a couple of decisions that led the album to grow even as the songs were already written. Johannes gesticulates to really get his point across: "This was planned
to be an easier album maybe; but leaving out the huge choruses thing,  you know, where everything is quite calm and then all of a sudden there's the BIG guitars,
where you're like WOW WOW WOW, the huge 'Ausschläge', huge pits! That's  one thing we didn't want to have for this album." I nod. One couldn't get more
enthusiastic about his own music than this. You can feel that though the band has been playing together for years, ("eleven“, as he points out) they are still  loving it
as on the first  day.

Even though there are now only three left from the original formation, formerly known as Si-Thru-As : "yes, we changed our name five,  six years ago, before the
first  album. That's  when we became Across the Delta." I have a soft spot for Michael [Leonhard, Ed.], who has officially left the band to, as Mr. Reisinger puts it,
"go make some money", and I feel groupie-like and teary-eyed at the thought of an era ending for the band. Will the arrival  of a new bassist change anything?, I
ask him. "I really hope that it's going to change the whole process of writing when we are writing together.. I mean, there's something new coming into the band
and we are really looking forward to having a new member. It's true that it's a huge thing,  10 years playing with the same people, but at the same time I'm really
looking forward to playing with someone we don't really know. It's gonna be a new way of writing, a new way of communicating, a whole new atmosphere in the
rehearsal  room."

Speaking of rehearsal  rooms, I cheekily point out that there's an urban legend about how the vocals were recorded... „Yeah,  that's true.  The vocal parts were
recorded in a closet. Or,  rather, in-between two closets, with Toph from Trouble Over Tokyo , in his bedroom. he has a really huge bedroom, actually, and we put
a mattress in-between the closets and I stood the whole time there. You can see it on a YouTube video, we recorded the whole album there.“ And what happened
afterwards? 
... As we were finishing the record,  we concentrated on making good artwork, a good video, whatever." A video, Unit Exploded, which is miles away from their
first  video The Intensive Alibi, a clean, slightly  dark, and beautifully directed video which was on air for weeks on Austrian's very own music video channel. In
their latest, they've done most of the work themselves - camera, directing,  and the hundreds of drawings, all put together into a 4-minute-long stop-motion tale
alternating with images of colored mountains.

"It was probably the best and worst decision we ever took," he declares. "The reason why we did it in the first  place was that we had no money. That's  a fact.
Having the opportunity to do this was really cool, because we all sat  together and had these massive ideas for this video, everything that should be in there, but then
we didn't have a camera and all of a sudden it all got really complicated...“ So then, what? „At some point,  I started doing some short videos on holiday, in
summer, with my girlfriend, and realised how easy that is.  And THAT was the worst decision.“ Because it took so long? "Ivo [Thomann - the drummer, Ed.] spent
a whole month on the drawings. For sure we are going to do this again, in the future, but maybe not before a year, half a year or so because of all the time we
spent shooting, editing... But it turned out to be a good experience. I'm really proud of everything we have done; I can really say that's how we wanted to represent
things, the song, in the video."

Passports&Souvenirs, in direct contradiction, maybe, with Dancing to Architecture, feels like an album about movement. Maybe indirectly also because of the title,
which triggers images of travelling straight away…I wish I could travel every weekend,  to somewhere new...  But the reason why I chose this title.. Well, during
travelling I realised how good I feel when I am not at home, and then I always ask myself why I feel so stressed out when I am in Vienna. I realised that my
environment does that, it influences me so much, that I just get exhausted, you know?“ Yes,  I know. There is actually a certain restlessness to living in a middle-
sized capital in our time, where everyone can be reachable 24/7 via email, skype, cellphone. "As I wrote Everlasting Sound I sat  in the room, completely alone, no
sound of the traffic or cars going by... I all of a sudden realised that the reason why Vienna makes me feel like this is that there's always a stressful sound - it’s the
traffic, the way life goes in a big city. And that my room is pretty empty, but at the same time full of loud sounds. That was the first  time I realised that this is my
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way of communicating with the nearby environment.  It  was some type of dialogue with myself, this realisation."

So in daily life, where are the passports, and where are the souvenirs? "A passport is some sort of validation that you get, to have the ability to go away to another
country,  and the souvenirs are something you get out of it again, that you remember for a lifetime. Here in Vienna, or when you go around to some other place
you've never been before,  the passport is the tricks, the certain way to talk to someone.  There's  a moment when you get the impression that he really understands
you. Like for example, take people who are part of a clique: they have certain way of communicating to each other,  and you stand there and try to break the code,
and they understand you want to try and understand their way of communicating. Once you start to communicate with them, everything you get out of it,  that's a
souvenir. “A discrete way of saying that you don't have to always be on the move, and that travelling can also be done in one's head. It's not really travelling to a
foreign country,  but more like running through the city and enjoying the outside environment.  That's  travelling too. I mean, meeting someone new I've never met
before - experiencing a new communication, a bit like being in another country and talking to the locals... I can have that same quality in Vienna again, but I just
use it differently. That's  the main thing behind Passports & Souvenirs. It's about listening, and learning.. and talking, getting new experiences for your personal
life."

Passports&Souvenirs hit the stores on May 28th, 2010. You can order it here.
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News Roundup (08/10/09)

Today's roundup includes Pavement, Mumford and Sons plus those crazy Guns 'n' Roses! *Remembe...  [read more]

Why Do You Like So Much Old Music?

Whether you find yourself befuddled as you often ask people this question, or you stammer with em... [read more]
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The 405: Monday Mixtape

Happy Monday everybody! So this mix-tape is pretty laid back and easy to chill out to. There... [read more]

The 405 News Roundup (05/05/09)

Today's roundup is rather large and includes the latest  goings on of BLK JKS, Theoretical Girl, T... [read more]

The 405 MP3 Roundup (15/05/09)

Welcome to another MP3 Roundup! These are the songs that are rocking The 405 stereo today! ... [read more]

1. White Rabbits

They Done Wrong, We Done Wrong

2. A Place To Bury Strangers

Ego Death

3. Is Tropical

When O'  When

4. Munch Munch

Cyclorama/Of The Body

5. Two Door Cinema Club

Something Good Can Work

1. Get Up Kids

Simple Science EP

2. Lisa Papineau

Red Trees

3. Harrys Gym

Harrys Gym

4. Crystal Castles

Crystal Castles II

5. The National

High Violet

1. The Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call - New Orleans

Werner Herzog

2. The Road

John Hillcoat

3. Kick-Ass

Matthew Vaughn

4. Inception Trailer

Christopher Nolan

5. Scott Pilgrim Trailer

Edgar Wright
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As time goes on, The Drums are fast revealing themselves as the most over hyped 'emperor's New Clothes' band of recent years. Discuss. [view article]

bmt - 06/06/10

Where did you get the idea that not having vocals was a defining feature of math rock? Now, post-rock is necessarily vocal-less, but to describe math rock
as without them is absurd. Certainly, there are instrumental math rock groups, but the same could be said about most genres. Math rock just happens to
have more than others because of the focus on complex rhythms and such. [view article]

mary - 05/06/10

this emit character comes across as psycho [view article]

mary - 05/06/10

is it just me or does Emit come across a little psycho. As in ice pick... [view article]

danny - 05/06/10

Hey Frank, we do do movie reviews but recently we've skewed our film writing towards features and opinion pieces, like our Art of Film Advertising or
Film Talk articles. Worry not, more film reviews coming with the new site! [view article]

There is no beginning to the story-28/04/08

So this is the start, but we'll  keep it brief. This blog is the brainchild of two friends that... [read more]

Sunday Music Mix #1-07/05/08

Every *sunday we will be posting a 10 track mix tape for you to enjoy. For the most part it will ... [read more]

All audio content is provided strictly for evaluation purposes and to promote the artist. If you like what you hear, please support the artist(s) by buying their merch
and going to their shows. If you're a copyright owner and would like any content deleted, please 
contact us.

The 405 is an online Music/Art/Film magazine packed with the latest  reviews, interviews, news,  mixtapes, features & much more.
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